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Annual Report of the Moggill Creek Catchment Group 

                              2013 to 2014 
 

Supporting Moggill Creek Catchment Group 

 

) would like to thank the Management Committee and Section Leaders for their 
efforts throughout the year, namely Malcolm Frost, Adrian Webb, Cathie 
Mortimer, Dale Borgelt, Joanna Yesberg, Michael Humphreys, Graeme Wilson, 
Gordon Grigg, Andrew Wilson, Deb Ford, Bryan Hacker, Letitia Norton, Damien 
Egan, Richard Woodhead, Judy Petroeschevsky, Kate McVicar, John Crowley, Jim 
Pope and our Creek Catchment Officer, Amanda Maggs.   

Our Organisation succeeds because many people share the load of keeping the 
organization running effectively and providing services to our members and the 
catchment community. Not in any particular order ) want to thank: 

A.  The many volunteers at the Bushcare working bees. 

B.  Our able Nursery crew under the guidance of Graeme and Andrew          
Wilson: Helen Palmer, Debbie Allen, Tom Asher, Dawn Beck, Maria de 
Jong, Gabby Bell, Ian Hancock,  Richard Tumman,  Marjorie 
Welch,  Adrienne Forrestal, Maxine Binning,  Sally Stinton,  
Joyce Westenberg, Jan Grigg, Bryan Hacker, Joan Miller, Margaret Palmer, Alison 
Hoole, John Crowley, Bruce Siemon, Damien Egan, Margaret Basso, Dale Borgelt. 
 

C. The Cottage gardeners, Deb Ford, Cathie and Adrian Mortimer and Warren 
Hoey. 

D. Newsletter editor, Graeme Wilson; formatter, Margaret Hastie; printing, John 
Gower; labelling, packaging and posting, Dale Borgelt; MCCG envelope printing, 
Bryan Hacker. 

E. Adrian Webb, Tim Howell, Camille Percival and Leo Lee who work so hard to 
keep the Creek Health Monitoring Program going along with Á bunch of hardy 
volunteers. 

F. Cath Cleary from Habitat Brisbane, the LFW team of Cody Hochen and 
Catherine Madden, and Louise Orr from SEQCatchments. 

G. Geoff Lawrence, Judy Ward, Deb Ford, Malcolm Frost and Adrian Mortimer in 
particular for managing the development of our new website.  

H. Councillor Margaret de Wit, Dr Bruce Flegg MP and Mrs Jane Prentice MP for 
their strong support throughout the year. 

I. Geoff Lawrence and his committee consisting of Robyn Frost, Margaret Whyte, 
Jocelyn Henry, Cathi Lawrence, Dale Borgelt and Bruce Siemon who once again 
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ran Á brilliant photography Competition in 2014. Andrew Wilson vetted the 
photo entries for accuracy of titles and correctness of category. 

J. Bruce Siemon who works so hard behind the scenes collating and presenting 
all manner of data on our activities.  Our thanks to David Gooding for creating the 
Section map and the map on plant distribution from our Nursery. 

K. Jim Butler and Ian Muirhead for managing the bird project. Ed Frazer, Julia 
Sarna, Jason Wimmer, Nic McCaffrey, Cam Kilgour, and the late Helen Ovens who 
also contributed significantly to this worthy project. 

L. Chris Hosking for running the 2014 platypus survey ably assisted by Richard 
Woodhead, Gaynor Johnson and Dot Dalglish. 

M. Gordon Grigg for regularly mowing the cottage grounds. 

N. Adrian Mortimer and Bevan Borgelt for regularly and selflessly assisting in all 
manner of tasks when needed. 
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MCCG Membership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication and Education 

TALKS AT THE COTTAGE on the third Thursday of the month continued to interest 
and entertain as they wonderfully widened our knowledge of our catchment and its 
biodiversity. 

2013   
July Ǫ August     More To See In The Bush with Andrew Wilson 
September  Bryan Hacker spoke on Controlling WEEDS in our catchment 
October     Janet Spillman talked about Heroes and Villains of Mount Coot-tha 
November  Conservation Volunteers Australia talk by Regional Manager, 
Libby Gardiner 
 
2014 
February Plant ID with Jan Blok co-author of Fragments of Green  
March    Curator of Brookfield District Museumȟ Joy Stacy 
April  Fungi with Jutta Godwin 
May   Beetles with Geoff Monteith 
June              Cats Claw with Louise Orr 

Year  Members 

1998 178 

1999 217 

2000 210 

2001 170 

2002 192 

2003 217 

2004 330 
2005 343 

2006 349 

2007 375 

2008 393 

2009 456 

2010 457 

2011 440 

2012 505 

2013 504 

2014 530 
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KIDS’ DAY AT THE COTTAGE on the last Sunday in May continues to be Á 
wonderful success with plenty of environment themed activities and displays to 
attract children with their parents and carers. In 2014 300 attendees happily 
enjoyed all the event’s offerings and activities in perfect weather. They are always 
especially delighted when everything is FREE Ȥ which we are able to do because of 
the enormous input from volunteer presenters and helpers, and the much 
appreciated funding help from the Lord Mayor’s Suburban Initiative Fund via the 
Pullenvale Ward and Cr Margaret de Wit. 

As always, Martin Fingland’s wildlife presentation was Á highlight and the ultimate 
scene stealer was his young wombat.   
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BROOKFIELD HALL PRESENTATIONS 

AGM November 2013 in Brookfield Hall  

Guest Speaker, Janet Spillman, informed and thoroughly entertained us with the 
historical background of Brisbane’s First Forest Park ɀ Mount Coot-tha.  

PUBLIC DISPLAYS highlight MCCG aims and activities. Two are of special note. Our 
MCCG stand at the Brookfield Show, and the wonderful exposure we get from the 
Annual Photo Competition display in Kenmore Village.  

BROOKFIELD SHOW STAND 
We had Á successful presence with help from our cheerful and informative 
volunteers. Many people admired the fine examples of vine weeds cultivated by 
Bryan Hacker, and peered into the cages of prospective biological control 
insects for Cats Claw and Madeira Vine. Our ‘good’ native plants for sale gave us 
the opportunity to point out one of the big advantages of being Á member ɀ free 
locally grown native plants from our volunteer-run Nursery. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
ANNUAL PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 
This year`s competition attracted Á strong field of local photographers. It was 
most pleasing to see plenty of interest from our local schools with some very 
high quality shots on display. The organizing committee led by Geoff Lawrence 
once again did an excellent job in organizing this flagship event.  
 



 6

Tony Watts took out the Open class (native plants) award with “Dianella”,  and 
the Open class (native wildlife) with Ȱ Green Tree Snake” which also won the 
Supreme Exhibit. Anne Russell won the “People in their Catchment” category 
with “Walking Gold Creek Environment”. In the “My Catchment” category, Ben 
won the ‘to year 7’ section with “Flax Belts” and Chris Pollock took out the year 
8-12 section with “Me no Me”. Kenmore South State School won the School`s 
category with “Textures in Nature”. The People`s choice was won by Brian 
Krieger who also took out the Chairman`s Choice (adult) with “Hobbies”. The 
Chairman`s Choice award for young people was taken out by Kaitlyn with 
“Nature`s Dinner Plate”. 
The Novices category was won by Kenmore State School with “Wildlife in our 
Backyard”. Congratulations to all of the participants. 
 

 
 
Many new members have joined MCCG as Á result of these PR activities, promotions 
and displays. 

 

NEWSLETTER 

Every quarter our very professional newsletter team produces Á high quality 
document for the information and education of our members. The topics are 
thoughtfully chosen to capture your interest as Á person who values the 
rehabilitation of our local natural environment. 

Our thanks go to Graeme Wilson (Editor), Margaret Hastie (Formatter), John 
Gower (Printing), Dale Borgelt (Labelling, packaging and posting) and Bryan 
Hacker (MCCG envelope printing). 
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MCCG WEBSITE

In my last report forecast our having the new website up and running by early
2014. This was not to be. The sub-committee led by Geoff Lawrence aided by
Malcolm Frost, Deb Ford, Judy Ward and Adrian Mortimer did very
professional job in working with Kingfisher Creative to deliver the new site by
August 2014. The new site is great improvement on the old one and the
compliments are flowing in.

MCCG Nursery

Under the able leadership of Andrew and Graeme Wilson, the nursery
distributed 12,012 plants, covering 169 species.

Volunteers at the nursery contributed 1,086 hours, working on the first and third
Mondays of each month during the year. This estimate does not include the
many additional hours provided by Graeme and Andrew.

One hundred and thirty seven (137) different seed species were collected by 30
members.

Map courtesy of David Gooding
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Landcare Activities

As MCCG Landcare Adviser Bryan Hacker is quite frequently invited to member's
properties to discuss revegetation projects and identify native and exotic plants.
With this encouragement members visited often collect plants from the Nursery
and embark on continuing process of habitat restoration. In the past year
Bryan has visited 15 properties on the owners' request to provide information
and advice.

Working on Public Land

Another year has past so quickly for our hard working volunteers. The value of
this work, as intimated last year, often goes unnoticed in world with little time
to stop and reflect on what is around us. We can help you get your hands dirty
and productive in your own back yard and feel good about it!

Map courtesy of David Gooding
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Section data 

Section WB Volunteers Hours Xtra hours Plants 
2   12    6.1     214       17      645 
3   10    13.1     314    123    1469 
4    7     5.6     89    272      290 
6    0       0       0       81           0 
Pacey Rd   16     9.6      407       93     1125 
8     3     5.3      40       22          33 
9     9    6.7      120       25         40 
11    23    7.7      470       37         45 
11 
(KSHS) 

    1     90      360     114     1010 

12   13      6.0      176     139      1166 
Total   94         2190     923      5823 
Thanks to Bruce Siemon for preparing these data. 

 

Section ρ   No Section Leader 

Section ς   Lower Moggill     (Judy Petroschevsky) 
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This small group of volunteers, some whose homes border on the creek, have 
worked hard this year.   The area is in Á flood plain, in which Á small creek 
becomes Á raging torrent of water during heavy rain, causing massive erosion on 
the creek banks, and, as in 2011, severe flooding of the whole area.   They have 
worked on Á strategy, where the erosion has been severe, to plant out the higher 
banks with vegetation which will lessen the strength of the water flow, hold the 
soil, and hopefully limit erosion.   They are starting to see the completion of some 
of our planning, just waiting for the next downpour!!!!!!   They have had excellent 
assistance from Habitat Brisbane to achieve our aims, and Judy would like to 
thank Cath Cleary for her support of our group.   They are looking forward to our 
Christmas Party, which is always great fun with our rather varied group.    

 

Section σ  Huntington/Tuckett    (Jim Pope; Malcolm Frost) 

Note: This report covers the period from January 2014 (when Jim Pope took over 
leadership of the section from Malcolm Frost) to September 2014. Malcolm had 
previously led the section for 15 years from 1998. For information relating to 
2013 and earlier, please contact Malcolm. The Group is responsible for looking 
after the riparian corridor along both banks of Á 1.6 km section of Moggill Creek, 
between Tuckett Street Park and Rafting Ground Road (see attached map). It 
currently has approximately 26 active volunteers. 

During the year to date they held ψ working bees. These were held on the last 
Sunday of each month (except December), between 8.30 Ȥ 11.30 am. (No working 
bee was held in January this year, due to the changeover of section leader). Main 
activities of the working bees include weed clearing, (especially weed vines such 
as glycine, Madeira vine, cats claw, asparagus fern and balloon vine), planting of 
trees and shrubs, brush cutting, clearing of exotic grasses, mulching and 
watering of new plantings. Main activities this year have included: 

1. Planting of trees, mid-story shrubs ground cover plants and lomandras to 
widen the riparian corridor in zones % and & (see pictures and attached 
map). 

2. Weed clearing, maintenance of recent plantings and in-fill planting on the 
upper and lower banks of the creek in zone A. 

3. Weed clearing, removal of exotic vines and brush cutting of exotic grasses 
in zones A, B, G, % and F. 
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Working Bee Ȥ Zone % (31st August 2014) 

 

 

New Plantings Ȥ Zone &  (June 2014) 
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Balloon Vine Ȥ Zone ! (June 2014) 

Overall, approximately 260 person-hours of work were carried out at working 
bees, and Á further 50-60 hours of field-work between working bees. (For the 
year from July 2013 to June 2014, it is estimated that the corresponding figures 
total well over 400 person-hours). During the year the group planted 
approximately 500 native trees, shrubs and ground cover plants. 

As section leader, in March Jim prepared an Annual Plan for Habitat Brisbane 
(see attached). In April he attended Á 2-day First Aid training session run by St. 
John’s Ambulance (which was financed by Habitat Brisbane). He also attended Á 
plant identification workshop organised by Habitat Brisbane and Á Habitat 
Brisbane and Wildlife Conservation Orientation Day in June.  

In July Jim submitted an application for funding ($23,305) from the Community 
Conservation Assistance (CCA) Program, to carry out habitat restoration and 
flood mitigation work that is beyond the capabilities of our volunteers (see 
attached application and map). Their section of Moggill Creek is subject to 
regular flooding, which in the past has led to significant erosion and damage to 
tree plantings Ȥ see pictures below, taken on 28th March 2014. Further pictures of 
the impact of Á more severe flood in February 2013 are included as an appendix 
to this report. The outcome of this funding application is expected to be known 
in late 2014. 
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Tuckett Park Ȥ Zone + (28th March 2014) 

 

Tuckett Park Ȥ Zone ! (28th March 2014) 

 

 

Bridge in Creekside Park Ȥ Zone D/E (28th March 2014) 

 
































































